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Focus

�Why green the EU?

� How green is the EU?

� Reforming the EU – towards an Ecological 

Union



Why green the EU?
� Under neoliberal conditions, radical change is not possible without cross-
sector, international alliances and structures (Harvey 2010). 

� ‘Because the Earth system is the wider context in which our social, 
political and economic systems operate, and because our actions now 
have planetary consequences, we…(must) develop forms of 
governance that are compatible with the larger system that environs 
and sustains us’ (Litfin 2010: 196). 

� Ecological ethicists e.g. J. Baird Callicott (2010) and Patrick Curry (2006): 
we need active political structures capable of intervening in public life 
wherever necessary to shape and embed the social and economic 
revolution required for sustainability

� Robyn Eckersley (2004: 3): whatever form of political organisation we 
create, they will need to be ‘ecological steward(s) and facilitator(s) of 
transboundary democracy rather than ... selfish actor(s)... ignoring or 
discounting the needs of foreign lands’.



How green is the EU?
Principle of ecological 

governance

EU version of ecological governance principle Green-ness 

level, 1-5

Solidarity and social justice 

within and beyond borders

EU citizenship rights, cohesion policy, solidarity 

clause

3

Future-proof decision-making Precautionary principle in environmental policy; 

‘integration’ of environment policy

2.5

Part of inter-linked, bioregional

structures of governance from 

local to global

Multi-level governance system, but with 

emphasis on upper two tiers (EU institutions and 

national governments)

3

Based on multiple relationships, 

not closed system

Flexible integration, and de facto partial 

membership possible, but also normative 

demarcation of ‘Europe’ and ‘Other’

4

National sovereignty given no 

special normative value

EU citizenship creates direct EU-individual link; 

supremacy of EU law; but power of European 

and EU Councils is great

3.5

Participatory democracy and 

inclusion of interests of those 

who cannot deliberate but are 

affected

Primarily representative democracy at EU level; 

no emphasis on ‘future people’ or other species

2

Constitution sets out ecological 

principles as norms to guide and 

assess institutional activity

TFEU codifies sustainable development in Article 

11, but to date market integration has had 

primacy

2.5



What should the EU do?
� ensure high standards of human rights, social rights, and political rights for all EU 
citizens, set out in a Declaration of the Rights of the Citizen and the Earth; 

� ensure high levels  of animal welfare, ecological health and product 
standards; 

� external trade policy, in the service of trade subsidiarity and ecological health; 

� diplomatic representation in international organisations and with 3rd countries;

� ensuring renewable energy supply and food security across the EU; 

� ensuring public transport provision; 

� customs union; 

� defence (as a neutral Union);

� border control between the EU and the rest of the world. 



How should the EU do this?
EU INSTITUTION WOULD 

IT 

REMAIN?

IF RETAINED, WHAT WOULD CHANGE?

European 

Parliament

YES Bioregions would become EP constituencies; a 

Senate would become the Upper Chamber, 

tasked with future-proofing EU legislation; EP would 

have right of legislative initiative.

European 

Commission

YES Commission would be stripped of right of 

legislative initiative and become solely a civil 

service for the EU institutions.

European Council NO N/A (national governments’ role would shrink) 

Council of Ministers NO N/A (national governments’ role would shrink)

European Central 

Bank

YES Radical reform to promote a green economy and 

help represent the EU in external trade policy.

European Court of 

Justice and CFI

YES Membership becomes on bioregional basis, not 

national basis.

Ombudsman YES Given more powers to produce binding rulings.

CoR and EESC NO N/A (would be abolished, as EP would represent 

bioregions)



Go raibh maith agat


