
 

www.greenfoundationireland.ie Page 1 of 12 

                                                       

                                                                   
 

Green European Foundation, with 
the support of Green Foundation Ireland, 

host a Symposium 
 

"Art, Food Security and Climate Change" 
 

as part of The Burren Annual 2015 
"Beyond Sustainability" 

 
Burren College of Art,  Ballyvaughan,  Co. Clare 

 
Friday 14 and Saturday 15 August 2015 

 
 

 
 
 

Is culture the fourth pillar of sustainability and a catalyst for human well-being 
and ecological awareness? The Burren Annual Exhibition 2015 will showcase 
POTATO/BATATA, a collaborative Exhibition between artist Deirdre O'Mahony 
and Chicago-based artist Frances Whitehead. Also showcasing Deirdre's 
community based projects in a rural context, the Exhibition will provide a 
reflection on sustainability, food security, land use and human relationships. 
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As part of The Burren Annual 2015: Beyond Sustainability 
and in conjunction with POTATO/BATATA in the College Gallery, 

Art, Food Security and Climate Change will elaborate on the themes 
addressed by the Exhibition and their broader social and societal 

impact in the current climate of environmental crisis. 

 
Artists and guest speakers will discuss food security, the intersection 
of ecologically orientated practice and social engagement in a rural 

context, and the complex and multi-layered social, historical and political 
contexts that characterise current access to and use of natural resources. 
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P R O G R A M M E 
 
 
 
 

FRIDAY 14 AUGUST 2015 
 

6:30pm / REGISTRATION 
 

7:00pm to 9:00pm / RECEPTION 

DUNCAN STEWART (Environmentalist, Broadcaster and Chair of Green 

Foundation Ireland) officially opens The Burren Annual Exhibition 2015 in the 

Burren College of Art gallery to the general public. 
 
 
 

POTATO/BATATA, a collaborative project between Deirdre O'Mahony and Chicago-

based artist Frances Whitehead, will run concurrently with a series of learning hubs in 

the Burren College of Art gallery showcasing Deirdre's recent projects, collaborations and 

conversations with curators, artists and publics in a rural context. 

 

POTATO/BATATA is based on the pan-Atlantic diaspora of new world tubers, the 

potato (Solanum tuberosum) and the sweet potato (Ipomoea batatas), and reflects the on-

going movement of plants and people that have shaped and continue to shape world 

agri+culture, the food system and the landscape. 

 

A simultaneous performance in time and space, the project consists of a mirrored pair of 

tuber plantings in the US Midwest and in the Burren. 

 

The plantings will be animated by simultaneous pan-Atlantic potato tasting dinners 

consisting of regional potato/sweet potato culinary specialities in the Burren and the US, 

the generation of thematic decaled ceramic plates which will be used to host the dinner 

and form part of the exhibition, and potato related artworks, maps and displays of 

literature, tuber specimens and libraries. 
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SATURDAY 15 AUGUST 2015 
 
 

9:30am to 10:00am / REGISTRATION, TEA and COFFEE 
 
 
10:00am to 10:10am / WELCOME 
Nuala Ahern (Publications Editor, Green Foundation Ireland). 
Mary Hawkes-Greene (President, Burren College of Art). 
 
10:10am to 10:15am / INTRODUCTION 
Conor McGrady (Dean of Academic Affairs, Burren College of Art). 
 
10:15am to 10:45am / KEYNOTE PRESENTATION 
Deirdre O'Mahony (Artist, Writer and Lecturer). 
 
10:45am to 12 noon / PRESENTATIONS 
CHAIRED BY: 
Seamus Sheridan (Sheridans Cheesemongers and Green Party Spokesperson for Food). 
 
Cristian Bettini (FoodCultura, Barcelona). 
Eileen Hutton (Artist and Lecturer in Art and Ecology, Burren College of Art). 
Oscar Rando (Fundació Nous Horitzons, Catalonia). 
Duncan Stewart (Environmentalist, Broadcaster and Chair of Green Foundation Ireland). 
 
 

12 noon to 12:15pm / TEA and COFFEE 
 
 
12:15pm to 1:30pm / ROUND TABLE DISCUSSION 
"Generating Change? Arts Practice and Rural Sustainability" 
 
CHAIRED BY: 
Conor McGrady (Dean of Academic Affairs, Burren College of Art). 
 
 

1:30pm to 2:30pm / LUNCH 
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2:30pm to 3:45pm / WORKSHOP: De Smaak te Pakken ("Getting a Taste for It") 

INTRODUCED BY: 
Esther Boukema (Artist and Designer, The Netherlands). 
 
 

3:45pm to 4:00pm / TEA and COFFEE 
 
 
4:00pm to 6:00pm / FIELD TRIP 
This Field Trip will include a walk on the Flaggy Shore and a visit to Celtic 
Salads and Linnalla Ice Cream, two local enterprises that are part of the Burren 
Food Trail which recently won the prestigious European EDEN award for 
innovation and sustainability in the food industry. 
 
 

6:00pm to 7:15pm / FREE TIME 
 
 
7:15pm to 8:30pm / SIMULTANEOUS TASTING 
A pan-Atlantic simultaneous tasting of regional sweet potato dishes framed by 
a live Skype conversation between Deirdre O'Mahony in the Burren and 
Frances Whitehead in Chicago. 
 
 

  
 

8:30pm onwards / CELEBRATORY DINNER (please note extra cost) 

Please bring your own wine, if required – no corkage charge! 
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ABOUT  OUR  SPEAKERS 
 
 
 

GFI Board Chair, Duncan Stewart (who is an award-winning architect 

and television producer) has been a leading Irish advocate for 
environmental issues for over 40 years. A champion for environmental 
issues, sustainable energy and architectural conservation since his student 
days, for the past two decades Duncan has also been a popular television 
personality in Ireland. 
 
Duncan's Eco Eye series is driven by his interests in the protection of 
Ireland's environment and enhancement of biodiversity. It is Ireland's 

longest running environmental series and one of the most popular shows on Irish television – there 
have been thirteen series so far. 
 
A firm believer in the power of local community co-operatives, Duncan actively engages with the 
'Get Involved' sustainable community initiative, which promotes local, voluntary, community-led 
projects nationwide. This 'bottom up' movement sets out to inspire and enable innovative local 
collaborative enterprises to flourish, which stimulate rewarding new livelihoods in sustainable 
energy, local food produce, biodiversity enhancement, water catchment protection and eco-
tourism. 
 
 

Nuala Ahern is the driving force, together with Mary Hawkes-Greene, of 

this weekend in the Burren College of Art. Nuala is former chair of Green 
Foundation Ireland and is currently its Publications Editor. 
 
A psychologist and green activist, she is a former Green Party member of the 
European Parliament. Her current interest is environmental education. More 
about her work can be accessed at www.earthlight.ie  
 
 
 

Mary Hawkes-Greene is President of the Burren College of Art and, since 

setting it up in 1994, her greatest satisfaction continues to come from 
witnessing students positively transform in this environment. This growth 
results not always from adding new layers of skills but rather from stripping 
away excess and discovering their true selves and who they are as artists. 
 
Mary's career in education has ranged from teaching in Italy, France and 
Israel, to designing programmes for inner city Dublin communities, to 

working with government agencies on education policy for itinerant Irish traveller children. Central 
to all of these has been her commitment to the arts in education and first hand experience of the 
educational value of living in diverse cultures. These beliefs were actualised in setting up the 
Burren College of Art, providing an alternative model of art education for an international audience 
in an inspirational setting. A subsequent exploration of creativity and business extended Mary's 
commitment to the concept of universal creativity and to broadening the remit of the Burren 
College of Art. 

http://www.earthlight.ie/
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Conor McGrady is an artist from Northern Ireland and is Dean of 

Academic Affairs at the Burren College of Art. He has exhibited 
internationally, with one-person exhibitions in New York, Miami, Atlanta, 
Chicago and Zagreb. Group exhibitions include the 2002 Whitney 
Biennial in New York, The Jerusalem Show VII: Fractures (Qalandiya 
International Biennial), D-0 Ark Underground Biennale of Contemporary 
Art, Sarajevo-Konjic, and IK-00 Spaces of Confinement in Venice. 
 
Editor of Radical History Review's Curated Spaces, Conor's writing has 
appeared in The Brooklyn Rail, Ruminations on Violence (Waveland Press, 2007), State of 
Emergence (Plottner Verlag, 2011) and State in Time (Drustvo NSK Informativni Center, Ljubljana, 
2012). 
 
 
 
 

Deirdre O'Mahony is an artist, writer and lecturer at the Centre for 

Creative Arts and Media, Galway-Mayo Institute of Technology in Galway. 
She completed a PhD New Ecologies Between Rural Life and Visual Culture 
in the West of Ireland: History, Context, Position, and Art Practice at the 
University of Brighton in 2012. 
 
Public art projects include X-PO, a former post office re-purposed as a 
social and cultural space for a collective re-examination and re-
articulation of place in the Burren which is included in the Arte Útil 

Archive. More recently, SPUD investigates and reflects upon on sustainability, food security and 
rural/urban relationships, with projects in Ireland, the USA, Spain and the UK. Deirdre has 
completed new work on spatial planning during a residency for Askeaton Contemporary Arts and is 
developing research for a project in Italy later this year for curator Giacomo Bazzani. 
 
Deirdre has had numerous national and international gallery and museum exhibitions, Arts Council 
of Ireland awards and a Pollock-Krasner Foundation fellowship. 
 
 
 
 

Seamus Sheridan is one of the founders of Sheridans Cheesemongers. 

The company was founded in 1995 when they started selling Irish 
farmhouse cheeses at the Galway Market, followed by the opening of a 
shop in Galway with these Irish farmhouse cheeses piled from floor to 
ceiling. Dublin markets and a shop in the city centre were established 
soon afterwards. The Irish cheeses were quickly joined by their European 
cousins as well as a huge range of other artisan foods including olive oils, 
cured meats, condiments and pasta sourced during travels in Europe. 
 
Seamus is also the Green Party's spokesperson for Agriculture, Food and the Marine. 
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Cristian Bettini is working the relationships between art and culture, 

new media and the environment, food chain and conscious approach to 
nature. These are all combined in a creative activity together with an 
additional wealth of experience garnered in the fields of activism, 
traveling and the studies in philosophy. 
 
His research field develops around research and observation of the 
primary processes concerning human being and territory, with his 
walking projects offering a more tactile and symbolic storytelling of the 
landscapes, an aesthetic tool for collective memory and knowledge. 

 
Cristian has been a member of FoodCultura as researcher since 2013. 
 
 
 
 

Eileen Hutton is artist whose work is environmentally-based, and is 

aimed at generating a reciprocal relationship with the natural 
environment. The collaborative solutions she implements are 
sustainable, ecologically beneficial, and viable, not only for herself but 
for others. Her work aims to create new ways of understanding 
landscape representation and is a model for engaged and informed 
interaction with the environment. 
 
Group exhibitions include Lost and Found at the Hal Bromm Gallery in 
New York, SRAM pART Project: Parts into Art into Aid in New York, Out 
of a Box at 126 in Galway, and Sculpture in Context at the National Botanic Gardens in Dublin. 
Eileen has also contributed sculptures to Jan-Erik Andersson's Gesamtkunstwerk, Life on a Leaf in 
Turku, Finland. Her most recent solo exhibition was at Siamsa Tire in Co. Kerry. She was awarded a 
practice-based PhD from Burren College of Art in 2012. 
 
 
 
 

Oscar Rando is a social educator and sociocultural animator. As well 

as being a humanities student, he is a social entrepreneur. More 
information about Oscar and his work can be found at www.gats.cat, 
www.esperanzah.es and www.eticom.coop. 
 
He lives with the hope that the historical moment in which we live, 
where collective construction, the social economy and the awakening 
of the social and popular movements are dreaming and building 
another possible world we need. 
 

Oscar is the father of two daughters. 
 
 
 

 

http://www.gats.cat/
http://www.esperanzah.es/
http://www.eticom.coop/
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Esther Boukema is an artist, designer, food and nature lover who, 

eleven years ago, started a small company De Smaak te Pakken (Getting a 
Taste for It) that develops and teaches Experiential Food Education. Her 
mission is to develop a food education method that will change children's 
perspectives and behaviour towards food, nature, the world and even 
themselves. 
 
In her workshops Esther is a designer of unique moments where culture 
meets nature. Daily life food is the starting point. Through culture: 
cooking, tasting, sharing and reflecting food, children meet the source of all foods: nature. This 
open and playful mind-set towards complex natural processes can contribute to handling big 
challenges of the future. 
 
Esther develops her programmes in collaboration with photographer Philippe Velez McIntyre and 
with sound scape composer Inge Weeda. 
 
Aside from teaching she is also participating in the creation of a mobile food museum in The 
Netherlands called Het Eetburo (The Food Desk). 
 
 
 

Frances Whitehead is a civic practice artist bringing the methods, mind-

sets, and strategies of contemporary art practice to the process of shaping 
the future city. Connecting emerging art practices, the discourses around 
culturally informed sustainability, and new concepts of heritage and 
remediation, she develops strategies to deploy the knowledge of artists as 
change agents, asking, What do Artists Know? 
 
Questions of participation, sustainability, and culture change animate her 

work as Frances considers the surrounding community, the landscape, and the interdependency of 
multiple ecologies in the post-industrial city. Her cutting-edge work integrates art and 
sustainability, as she traverses disciplines to engage with engineers, scientists, landscape 
architects, urban designers, and city officials in order to hybridise art, design, science, and civic 
engagement, for the public good. 
 
Frances has worked professionally as an artist since the mid 1980s and has worked collaboratively 
as ARTetal Studio since 2001. She is Professor of Sculpture and Architecture at the School of the Art 
Institute of Chicago. 
 

  

http://www.findtheconversation.com/episode-25-frances-whitehead/
http://www.findtheconversation.com/episode-25-frances-whitehead/
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YOUR NOTES (Continued) 
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Burren College of Art is an internationally recognised not-for-profit independent college specialising 

in undergraduate and graduate fine art education. It offers artists and art students from around the world 
time, space and inspiration within the unique environment of the Burren. The College's PhD in Studio Art, 
MFA in Studio Art and MFA in Art and Ecology programmes are accredited by the National University of 
Ireland, Galway and are operated in association with the Royal College of Art, London and the School of the 
Art Institute of Chicago. 
 
Their undergraduate Study Abroad programmes, Summer School and Artist Residency Scheme also recruit 
internationally. The College's Residency, Alumni Residency and new Emerging Irish Artist Residency 
programmes bring Irish and international artists to the Burren year round. 
 

web:  www.burrencollege.ie  

http://www.burrencollege.ie/
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Green European Foundation (GEF) is linked to, but independent of, other European Green 

organisations such as the Green Group in the European Parliament. GEF works to encourage European 
citizens to participate in European political debate and to forge a stronger, more participative European 
democracy. The primary source of GEF's funding is the European Parliament. 
 
The mission of GEF is to contribute to the development of a European public sphere, where European 
citizens can engage in political dialogue to shape the decisions taken at EU level. GEF aims to reach the 
widest possible audience, publishing in several languages and ensuring that events and publications are 
accessible. GEF believes that some of Europe's most difficult and pressing problems, such as climate change, 
energy security and supply, and food security and supply, can best be resolved at EU level. 
 

web:  www.gef.eu 
 

 
Green European Foundation and Green Foundation Ireland 

wish to acknowledge with thanks the financial support of the 
European Parliament for the hosting of this event. 

 
 

Our other event partners include: 
 
 

  Burren College of Art 

   Clare County Council "Creating Space" initiative 

 

Green Foundation Ireland (GFI) is an independent organisation orientated towards an 

ecological vision of society. It is affiliated to the Green European Foundation (GEF). 
 
GFI aims, through education, to create public support for a sustainable society and economy in Ireland and 
the EU. It will engage with artistic and scientific disciplines to create a new environmental narrative in 
Ireland and Europe. It will promote a vision that values art and culture as spheres of thought and action and 
educates people in how to close the gap between art and science. 
 
GFI also aims to restore respect and participation to public life across the political spectrum. To do this it 
will encourage active citizenship and political education in a broad sense. The European origins of civic 
society go back to Greece and Rome. Both Plato and Aristotle discussed the role of the citizen in 
participating in the common good. A functioning society requires active, educated and responsible citizens 
who understand that, without their participation in the life of the community, the institutions of 
government or of civil society cannot operate in a sustainable way. 
 
For more information about what Green Foundation Ireland does, or if you would like to contribute to our 
work in any way, please contact us at: 
 

 email: info@greenfoundationireland.ie  
 web: www.greenfoundationireland.ie  

http://www.gef.eu/
mailto:info@greenfoundationireland.ie
http://www.greenfoundationireland.ie/

