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Green European Foundation, with 
the support of Green Foundation Ireland, 

hosted the 
 

Dublin Summer School 2016 
"European Migration:  Causes and Effects" 
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first migrant to pass through Ellis Island in the of Lesbos in Greece. More than a million migrants  

United States of America. In the period from 1890 and refugees crossed into Europe in 2015, sparking  

to 1900 alone over 388,000 people emigrated from a crisis as countries struggled to cope with the 

Ireland to the USA. The above statue of Annie and  influx, and creating division in the EU over how  

her two brothers is in Cobh, County Cork where best to deal with resettling people. 
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Following the success of last year's Summer School in the Burren, 
County Clare, the Green European Foundation Summer School 

moved to a new venue at the National College of Ireland in Dublin, 
Ireland. The Summer School took place from Friday 27 May until 

Saturday 28 May 2016. The theme for this year's event was 
"European Migration: Causes and Effects". 

 

 
 
Duncan Stewart (Chair of Green Foundation Ireland) chaired the first session "Migration: 
Challenges and Opportunities". Guest speakers were Brian Killoran (CEO of the Immigrant 
Council of Ireland), Catherine Devitt (Environmental Justice Officer at the Jesuit Centre for 
Faith and Justice) and Mark Fielding (CEO of Irish Small and Medium Enterprises 
Association). Brian reported on research that he had carried out on the ground in Calais and 
Dunkirk. Apart from the horrendous conditions being experienced by migrants living there, 
he was particularly concerned with how vulnerable and exposed undocumented children 
were in these camps. Catherine outlined how climate change was contributing to the 

numbers of people that were being forced to migrate. She showed how climate change had 
exacerbated the crisis in Syria and argued that policies to mitigate the effects of climate 
change had to be an integral part of international efforts to ameliorate the migration crisis. 
Mark pointed out that 1 in 6 new businesses in Ireland were now started by non-Irish 
citizens in Ireland. He stated that the business community welcomed new migrants as they 
provided skills and abilities that add to the national economy. 
 
The theme for Saturday morning was "Migration: Myth and Reality". Stiofán Nutty chaired 

the session, which involved presentations by Barry Andrews (CEO of GOAL), Nessa Childers 
(Independent MEP Dublin) and John Barry (Professor of Green Political Economy at Queen's 

University Belfast). Barry provided a great brief on the work of GOAL and on its practical 
support for migrants across the world and in Syria in particular. He also outlined measures 
that the EU and national governments should take to improve this crisis situation. Nessa 
spoke about how the migrant crisis was being handled at EU level. She argued that real 
political leadership was now required at both EU and national level to really tackle the crisis 
in an effective manner. John explored the imagery and messaging that was being used by 
right wing populists and suggested ways at how those who were working for a positive 
outcome for migrants might use to these to win the political debate. This proved to be a 
lively session and participants engaged strongly during the Question and Answer session. 
 

Sandy Dunlop gave a presentation before lunch on how Ireland's strong heritage of myths 
and legends involving continual inward and outward migration could be used to great effect 
now to help the migrant crisis. Sandy then facilitated an interactive session after lunch 
where participants shared their stories about themselves and their families that involved 
migration.  
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The theme for the final session on Saturday afternoon was "Migration: Where to Now?". 
The session was chaired by Nuala Ahern (former Chair of Green Foundation Ireland and 
former Irish MEP), with contributions from Maria Giovanna Manieri (Advisor on Migration 
and Asylum at the European Parliament) and Duncan Stewart (Environmentalist, 
Broadcaster and Chair of Green Foundation Ireland). Maria explained the immediate 
problems and experiences of migrants trying to enter the EU, showed initiatives that were 
being used by some to ameliorate the crisis and suggested measures that could be taken at 
EU and national level that would improve the current situation. Duncan explored some of 
these measures with Maria and participants joined in to further explore these ideas during 

the Question and Answer session. One idea that emerged during this session was that Green 
Foundation Ireland might facilitate the collection of short video clips of positive migration 
stories of people and organise the circulation of these. 
 
Stiofán Nutty then provided a summary of the outcomes of the Summer School and thanked 
all the speakers, organisers and participants for their support. 
 
 
 
Stiofán Nutty 

Green Foundation Ireland 
 
1 June 2016 
 
 
 
 
 

This event is made possible with the financial support of 

the European Parliament to Green European Foundation. 

 
 


