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Over 250 people came along to the first Moynalty Goes Wild Sustainability 
Festival run by Green Foundation Ireland. 
 
 

Friday 21 October 2016: 
Friday evening started the festival with an upcycling workshop, where adults 
and children brought along old pieces of furniture. Valerie Shekleton showed 
us how to turn old pots, chairs and picture frames into fabulous shabby chic 
pieces to be proud of. 
 
 

Saturday 22 October 2016: 
Duncan Stewart, Chair of Green Foundation Ireland, spoke on Saturday about 
the challenges facing small farmers and environmentalists, and the worries of 
Brexit, climate change and flooding. He also presented Peter and Margaret 
Britain and John Joe O'Callaghan with a bat box and bird feeder in recognition 
of the work they have done throughout their lives, making their farms into 
local nature reserves. 
 
Pamela Hosford and Ronan Watters from Grow It Yourself (GIY) North Meath 
spoke about edible public spaces, including growing food beside the Kells 
Heritage Centre – so you can snack as you pass by! 
 
"Bats are for life, not just for Hallowe'en" was a presentation by Brian Keeley, 
showing the practical and easy measures you can take to protect our rare bats. 
 
Barry Kavanagh from PATCH spoke about joining up patches of nature, so a 
butterfly or other animal could commute along hedgerows from Cork to North 
Meath. He is putting these plans in place in several towns in Meath and Cavan. 
 
Goska Wilkowska gave a terrifying talk about Aliens – plants which invade and 
threaten to destroy our native species. And Gary Connolly from Activ8 
Energies gave us the good news that there is more sun in Ireland than we think 
– and we should be using solar to provide electricity. Patrick Farrelly was 
another renewal energy speaker, talking about biomass use and even using 
grass as insulation. 
 
Saturday afternoon was chaired by Thomas Duffy and Father Joe McEvoy, who 
kept everything running smoothly! 
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The children really loved the Skyview4you planetarium, where they could lie 
around and be transported through space and time to see stars and dinosaurs. 
And Conn Flynn provided children's wildlife workshops through the day. 
 
 

Sunday 23 October 2016: 
Sunday saw a group of 50 farmers get together on Golashane Nature Reserve 
to build an artificial badger sett. This is the first of its type to be built by a local 
community to encourage badgers to their area. Michael Stafford managed the 
digger, Ruben McElwain built the boxes, and lots of small children were 
needed to stuff the badger homes with straw and peanuts. Long pipes 
underground linked the chambers. 
 
All we have to do now is wait for the badgers to arrive! 
 
The evening finished with a fascinating talk on bees by Gordon Mackey, where 
we had a close look at the bees, the smoker and a taste of honey. 
 
 

All the talks were carried out by volunteers and 
funding from Meath County Council allowed us to make 

Moynalty Goes Wild free of charge to the public. 
 
 
 
 
Donna Mullen, Director 
Green Foundation Ireland 
 
25 October 2016 
 
 


