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1. Background & Aims 
 
Delgany Tidy Towns (DTT) is a voluntary team that aims to work with the local community to enhance 
the environs of Delgany Village. Part of their role is to promote awareness of natural heritage and the 
conservation of habitats and species in the area and to conserve and enhance natural wildlife areas. 
They also work on the creation of walks and recreational areas that allow access to Delgany’s natural 
heritage. 
 
This Survey and report are part of the efforts of the group to identify key features and opportunities 
for future enhancement work. 
 
The aim of this survey is to identify habitats and key ecological features of interest within the area of 
the Three Trouts’ Stream, its valley and the adjacent village. The report aims to document the findings 
of a short survey visit and desk study and to identify issues and opportunities.  
 
The survey and reporting were conducted by Alan Lauder (owner/principal consultant at ALCnature). 
Alan is a professional ecologist and habitat management specialist with over 30 years’ experience in 
state, NGOs and private sector nature conservation and ecology in Ireland and the UK.  
 
DTT commissioned this study with the support of the LAWCO Community Water Development Fund. 
 

2. Methods & approach 

Location and extent 
The area covered by this report is shown on the map in appendix 1. This is the area that was 

indicated by DTT for study but additionally may include reference to areas of the village proper 

where these are relevant and linked to the study area. 

It extends in a roughly linear corridor along the Three Trouts Stream, extending upstream as far as 

the northern end of Glen of the Downs and south east to the intersection with the R761 Kilcoole 

Road. 

The approximate area of survey coverage is 226 Ha. 

The Three Trouts’ Stream sits within its own watershed and enters the sea at an outflow close to 

Greystones south beach/golf course. Its full course and main tributaries are shown in the map at 

appendix 5. It does not form a tributary of other rivers.  

Survey 
The field survey was carried out in an approximately 3-hour period on 24 November, between 0830h 

and c.1230h. The survey was a walkover survey ensuring that key areas of habitat were visited. The 

nature of the peri-urban landscape meant access was limited to public access points only and thus 

the survey approach involved driving to key access points and view-points and walking sections of 

the streamside or habitats where these were readily accessible and viewing over other areas not 

publicly accessible. 

Key ecological features of the stream were noted and main habitat types in the study area were 

noted and mapped where possible. 

The occurrence of key species was noted where observed including any invasive non-native species. 
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A meeting with Keith Scanlon of DTT was held at the end of the survey visit to discuss preliminary 

findings and to obtain further context. 

Additional data/information 
Additional information on the biodiversity interest in the area was obtained by reference to the Glen 

of the Downs Special Area of Conservation (SAC) site synopsis and associated designation 

information and records held by the National Biodiversity Data Centre (NBDC), accessed via their 

map viewer.  

A species list of birds was compiled from observations during the survey visit and the author’s 

personal notes were accessed for additional bird records for the area. Knowledge of bird/habitat 

associations were used to provide information on the likely bird interest of the area.  

Limitations 
The survey was a short walkover survey with the aim of identifying key ecological features of the 

area for the identification of future enhancement opportunities. By its brief nature it has a number 

of key limitations: 

• not an exhaustive habitat survey – main habitats only were noted and mapped and mapping 

was approximate and for illustrative/indicative purposes only and does not indicate an exact 

measure or extent. 

• too late in the year to provide accurate or comprehensive botanical information  

• direct observations of breeding bird community were not possible due to season 

• survey of aquatic invertebrates and fish was not possible due to season and scope of visit 

being sub-optimal (though observations of instream habitat quality were noted) 

• surveys of cryptic species such as badger, otter and bats were not practical 

• The sub-urban/peri-urban nature of the area means many of the habitats are highly 

modified and do not match Fossitt1 classification closely – approximations were used in this 

case 

• temperature and survey timing limited records of terrestrial macro-invertebrates   

Note: for ease of use and brevity, all species names are given as common/English names or super-species names where the 

exact species in a complex genus is not defined e.g. “Willow” refers to any of the Salix species which may be commonly 

known as willow. Scientific names are provided where there is no common name. 

Approach to appraisal of biodiversity features  
Appraisal of biodiversity features involved examining the presence or likelihood of occurrence of: 

1. Priority habitats & associated flora 

2. High quality riparian and instream habitats 

3. Priority birds (Birds of Conservation Concern in Ireland2) 

4. Specially protected mammals (including bats)  

5. Notable or rare macro-invertebrates 

6. Other species or habitats of local, community or amenity relevance 

                                                           
1 Fossitt, J. 2000. A Guide to Habitats in Ireland The Heritage Council, Dublin 
https://www.npws.ie/sites/default/files/publications/pdf/A%20Guide%20to%20Habitats%20in%20Ireland%20-%20Fossitt.pdf  
2  Colhoun, K and Cummins, S. 2013. Birds of Conservation Concern in Ireland 2014 –2019 
Irish Birds 9: 523—544 https://www.birdwatchireland.ie/LinkClick.aspx?fileticket=VcYOTGOjNbA%3D&tabid=178  

https://www.npws.ie/sites/default/files/publications/pdf/A%20Guide%20to%20Habitats%20in%20Ireland%20-%20Fossitt.pdf
https://www.birdwatchireland.ie/LinkClick.aspx?fileticket=VcYOTGOjNbA%3D&tabid=178
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Identification of these species and habitats was carried out through the site survey or from desk-

based information gathering and their presence assessed in relation to legal or national protections 

or standards or in terms of their potential for community benefit. 

The brief nature of the study, its timing and scope meant that this is not an exhaustive biodiversity 

assessment but provides a preliminary assessment of the most likely species and habitats of 

importance and the most appropriate priorities for future survey, monitoring or management and 

the implications for plans and projects. 

3. Results - Biodiversity information and mapping 

Habitats 
The survey identified seven main natural or semi-natural habitats on the site and these (excluding 

the in-stream/aquatic habitat) are mapped in Appendix 3. Mapping excluded areas which were 

clearly ruderal or disturbed ground and areas which were obviously related to domestic dwellings or 

commercial/industrial property.  

The main natural/semi-natural habitats identified are tabulated below. 

Table 1 Habitat notes and "Fossitt" habitat codes 

Hab 
Code 

Habitat type Approx. 
extent 
(Ha) 

Comments 

GA1 Improved 
Grassland 

3.5  Grazed pasture to south east end of site merges into modified wet grassland 

GS4 Wet Grassland 6.7 Areas  with some characteristics of wet grassland present, mainly highly 
modified as part of improved grassland fields  

WN1 Oak Woodland 81.2 Mainly designated Sessile Oak woodland and small areas out with designated 
site 

WN5 Riparian 
Woodland 

16.8 Streamside and river corridor woodland and scrub dominated by Willow, 
Alder, Hawthorn and Ash  

WN6 Wet woodland 15.3 Areas of low-lying woodland and scrub, probably floods regularly or sits on 
waterlogged ground. Alder and willow are frequent – merges with riparian 
woodland. Mainly highly modified. 

WS1 Dry scrub 1.6 Bank of gorse scrub within grazed improved grass field 

FW1 Eroding stream n/a The stream through its length is eroding and has a mainly stony/gravelly 
substrate. It has an established channel which is walled or canalised in some 
sections and is culverted (at both the North and south ends of Glen of the 
Downs and is bridged in a number of places.  

 

The site extent is dominated by the relatively high-quality woodland in Glen of the Downs. This site 

is designated as a Special Area of Conservation (SAC) under the European Habitats Directive for its 

woodland habitats and associated species. The SAC site synopsis describes the site in more detail 

and is provided in appendix 4. The woodland is generally in good condition but in places there are 

large stands of Cherry Laurel which is an invasive non-native species. The site holds a range of typical 

flora for the habitat but this also includes a number of nationally rare bryophytes.  

Away from Glen of the Downs,  the woodland is generally younger and more “scrubby” and is mainly 

associated with the wet valley floor, field edges, riparian strip and the edges of gardens. While much 

of it lies within and on the edges of gardens and includes a range of non-native species there are 

areas of Alder, Willow and Ash along with Blackthorn and Hawthorn which form areas of riparian 

woodland and in one extensive area this has some strong characteristics of wet woodland.  
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The grassland areas are mainly improved grassland and this is heavily grazed and includes a steep 

bank of gorse scrub. The grazing in this area has seen the ground become poached in places and has 

resulted in some areas of bare ground. within the pasture there are areas of wetter ground which 

include some wetland plant species and these form areas with some characteristics of wet grassland  

though are mainly heavily grazed.  

There are areas of ruderal ground associated with dwellings and roads and these include verges 

where there is a high prevalence of Winter Heliotrope which is an invasive non-native species. 

All of the habitats noted above are of generally low quality and low priority apart from the protected 

Old Oak Woodland (European Annex I) habitat with the Glen of the Downs which achieves European 

status.  

Aquatic and riparian habitats 
The Three Trouts Stream appears to be in relatively good condition along much of its length, it is 

largely fast flowing through Glen of the Downs but in the valley has a series of deeper and narrower 

sections with some riffle-pool-glide characteristics34 in places. 

The stream bed appeared to be mainly clean gravels and cobbles over much of its length. At the 

points at which the stream could be examined, there appeared to be little sign of submerged aquatic 

vegetation and there were few signs of elevated nutrient status (a positive feature). Downstream of 

a field heavily poached by cattle, there were some signs of sediment deposition somewhat masking 

the gravel bed in places and this could be further examined to address in future.  

No fish were noted in the river but the survey timing was not optimal for noting fish presence. It is 

likely that a range of common fish species are present and this should be further examined, through 

specific survey, if river habitat is to be either enhanced or potentially impacted or affected by any 

future projects. 

 

Figure 1 Stream at Three Trouts Bridge – gravels and cobbles and abundant bankside vegetation. Generally good fish and 
invertebrate habitat but with some sedimentation potentially deriving from field drains and direct sediment transfer 

                                                           
3 https://www.fisheriesireland.ie/documents/86-planning-for-watercourses-in-the-urban-environment-1/file.html 
4 https://www.fisheriesireland.ie/documents/624-guidelines-on-protection-of-fisheries-during-construction-works-in-and-
adjacent-to-waters/file.html  

https://www.fisheriesireland.ie/documents/86-planning-for-watercourses-in-the-urban-environment-1/file.html
https://www.fisheriesireland.ie/documents/624-guidelines-on-protection-of-fisheries-during-construction-works-in-and-adjacent-to-waters/file.html
https://www.fisheriesireland.ie/documents/624-guidelines-on-protection-of-fisheries-during-construction-works-in-and-adjacent-to-waters/file.html
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Figure 2 Heavily poached stream-side field – this may be a source of direct sediment and livestock faecal pollution transfer, 
notably at times of heavy rain  – working to reduce poaching or sediment transfer to the stream would be beneficial. 

 

 

Figure 3 Typical stretch of fast flowing stream with gravelly bed - some sections are heavily shaded and for aquatic 
invertebrates and fish some management of overhanging vegetation would be advantageous 
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Birds 
Table 2 below indicates the species recorded during the survey visit on 24 November 2018 and those 

species likely to be present or previously recorded and their likely status. Those that are listed as red 

(high conservation concern) or amber (medium conservation concern) are indicated in the table  

The birds present are typical of the wooded rural landscape of Wicklow but there are some notable 

species present; 

Red listed BoCCI species 

Barn Owl 

There have been occasional records of Barn Owl in the vicinity of the area but it is unclear how 

frequent the species uses the area or whether these relate to breeding birds.  

Grey Wagtail 

This species is likely to nest in cavities along the stream course and may use the stream and wet 

areas during the winter months for feeding.    

Meadow Pipit 

These are unlikely to be breeding but may spend the winter on grassland areas.  

Yellowhammer 

Birds have been recorded on territory in the past, they utilise scrub and hedgerows on field edges 

for nesting. 

Table 2 Status of regular birds in the study area 

Species 
(BoCCI Red 
or Amber 
listed 
indicated) 

Recorded 
on 
survey 

Other 
records  

Likely 
breeding 
species 

Likely 
visitor 
(Non-
breeding) 

Species (BoCCI 
Red or Amber 
listed indicated) 

Recorded 
on 
survey 

Other 
records  

Likely 
breeding 
species 

Likely 
visitor 
(Non-
breeding) 

Mallard   ✓ ✓ ✓ Long-tailed Tit ✓   ✓ ✓ 

Pheasant ✓   ? ✓ Wood Warbler   ✓ Rare   

Cormorant   ✓   ✓ Chiffchaff   ✓ ✓ ✓ 

Little Egret   ✓   ✓ Willow Warbler   ✓ ✓   

Grey Heron       ✓ Blackcap ✓   ✓ ✓ 

Red Kite   ✓   ✓ Whitethroat   ✓ ✓   

Sparrowhawk ✓   ✓   Treecreeper   ✓ ✓ ✓ 

Buzzard   ✓ ✓ ✓ Wren ✓   ✓ ✓ 

Kestrel   ✓ ? ✓ Starling ✓   ✓ ✓ 

Moorhen     ?   Dipper   ✓ ✓ ✓ 

Snipe       ✓ Blackbird ✓   ✓ ✓ 

Stock Dove   ✓ ✓ ✓ Fieldfare   ✓   ✓ 

Woodpigeon ✓   ✓ ✓ Song Thrush ✓   ✓ ✓ 

Collared 
Dove 

✓   ✓ ✓ Redwing ✓     ✓ 

Cuckoo   ✓ ?   Mistle Thrush   ✓ ✓ ✓ 

Barn Owl   ✓   ? 
Spotted 
Flycatcher 

  ✓ ✓   

Long-eared 
Owl 

  ✓ ✓ ✓ Robin ✓   ✓ ✓ 
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Swift   ✓ ✓   Stonechat ✓   ✓ ✓ 

Kingfisher       ✓ Dunnock ✓   ✓ ✓ 

Great 
Spotted 
Woodpecker 

  ✓ ✓ ✓ House Sparrow   ✓ ✓ ✓ 

Magpie ✓   ✓ ✓ Grey Wagtail ✓   ✓ ✓ 

Jay ✓   ✓ ✓ Pied Wagtail ✓   ✓ ✓ 

Jackdaw ✓   ✓ ✓ Meadow Pipit   ✓ ✓ ✓ 

Rook ✓   ✓ ✓ Chaffinch ✓   ✓ ✓ 

Hooded Crow ✓   ✓ ✓ Greenfinch ✓   ✓ ✓ 

Raven ✓   ✓ ✓ Goldfinch ✓   ✓ ✓ 

Goldcrest ✓   ✓ ✓ Siskin   ✓ ✓ ✓ 

Blue Tit ✓   ✓ ✓ Linnet   ✓ ✓ ✓ 

Great Tit ✓   ✓ ✓ Lesser Redpoll ✓   ✓ ✓ 

Coal Tit ✓   ✓ ✓ Yellowhammer   ✓ ✓ ✓ 

Sand Martin     ?   Reed Bunting     ? ? 

Swallow   ✓ ✓        
House Martin   ✓ ✓        

 

Among the Amber listed species present it should be noted that the general area is a stronghold for 

Great Spotted Woodpecker, a rare but expanding breeding bird in Ireland.   

Mammals 
No signs of specially protected mammals (those listed under the Habitats Directive5 or those carrying 

special penalties under the Wildlife Acts6) were noted during the survey but Otter, Red Squirrel and 

Pine Marten, Badger and Hedgehog have all been recorded from the area (NBDC) and Irish Hare is 

possible.  

The Three Trouts Stream appears suitable to support Otter regularly provided there are fish 

populations present. 

Red Squirrels are regularly recorded within the Glen of the Downs Woodland though these may be 

susceptible to conflict with Grey Squirrels (via transmission of Squirrel pox) 7  as both occur in the 

area. 

The area is known to support a suite of bat species all of which are specially protected. The NBDC 

database includes relatively recent records of Common and Soprano Pipistrelle, Leisler’s Bat and 

Brown Long-eared Bat from the 1km-square which includes Glen of the Downs. The Bat landscapes 

model contained in NBDC8 places the Delgany area in the second highest suitability category for all 

bats with the eastern section falling into the highest category. The abundance of old trees, linear 

woodlands and buildings are of particular value to bats and the area may support other species than 

those thus far recorded. 

Other common mammals are known to be present including Rabbit, Hedgehog and Fox (signs during 

survey) and likely Wood Mouse and other common small mammals such as  

                                                           
5 https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/PDF/?uri=CELEX:31992L0043&from=EN  
6 https://www.npws.ie/legislation  
7 https://www.mammals-in-ireland.ie/species/red-squirrel  
8 http://maps.biodiversityireland.ie/metadata/Landscape_Conservation_for_Irish_Bats_metadata(v.3).pdf  

https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/PDF/?uri=CELEX:31992L0043&from=EN
https://www.npws.ie/legislation
https://www.mammals-in-ireland.ie/species/red-squirrel
http://maps.biodiversityireland.ie/metadata/Landscape_Conservation_for_Irish_Bats_metadata(v.3).pdf


 

10 
 

Other taxa/species of significance  
Given the range of natural and semi-natural habitats present and the abundance of large mature 

gardens in the village the entire area is likely to hold a wide range of common macro-invertebrates. 

The survey period was sub-optimal to detect the presence of these but future surveys would be 

likely to encounter a good range of pollinator species such as Bumblebee species, Butterflies and 

moths. NBDC records show a good range of species present within the 10km grid square but suite 

specific survey (or an appeal to experts for local records) would likely provide more accurate 

information.  

The value of pollinators is recognised within the National Biodiversity Plan9 and suitable 

management initiatives and projects within the area could contribute to pollinator conservation.    

Invasive non-native species 
Invasive Species Ireland10 lists those species classified as invasive non-native species. This survey did 

not specifically examine the extent or severity of incursion of Invasive Non-native Species (INNS) but 

a number of species were detected during the walkover survey. Of particular note was the presence 

of Cherry Laurel in Glen of the Downs and the presence of Winter Heliotrope11 along some roadside 

verges, on sections of the river bank and in sections of previously disturbed ground near the N11.  

The Invasive Species Ireland Wicklow Biodiversity Action Plan identifies those invasive species of 

highest priority for action in the county neither of those noted on the survey are included on this list.  

 

 

Figure 4 Ruderal vegetation on disturbed ground at Glen of the Downs/N11 - extensive areas of Winter Heioltrope are 
present on stream-side banks. This is an INNS with an amber alert 

                                                           
9 National Biodiversity Action Plan 2017-2021 (NPWS, Department of Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht)  
https://www.npws.ie/sites/default/files/publications/pdf/National%20Biodiversity%20Action%20Plan%20Engl
ish.pdf  
10http://invasives.biodiversityireland.ie/  
11 http://www.biodiversityireland.ie/record-biodiversity/surveys/winter-heliotrope-challenge/  

https://www.npws.ie/sites/default/files/publications/pdf/National%20Biodiversity%20Action%20Plan%20English.pdf
https://www.npws.ie/sites/default/files/publications/pdf/National%20Biodiversity%20Action%20Plan%20English.pdf
http://invasives.biodiversityireland.ie/
http://www.biodiversityireland.ie/record-biodiversity/surveys/winter-heliotrope-challenge/
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A significant potential source of spread on non-native species is from garden waste. Evidence of 

casual discarding of garden waste onto neighbouring ;and was apparent in a number of sites within 

the survey area. This is of risk as a source of INNS, a risk to water courses through nutrient pollution 

and debris and is unsightly. Tackling this problem through a community initiative may be 

appropriate. 

 

Figure 5 Cherry Laurel bushes are well established on the lower slopes of Glen of the Downs Nature Reserve – these are non-
native and removal would assist with re-establishment of native woodland flora communities 
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Figure 6 Garden waste discarded onto a slope above the Three Trouts Stream – this is a risk to the stream through nutrient 
pollution, debris incursion and spread of invasive non-native species 

 

4. Discussion & recommendations 
The DTT committee have expressed an interest in developing the Three Trouts’ stream area for 

enhancement for biodiversity interest and improved biodiversity recording, for community amenity 

benefit through enhanced access along the river corridor and for interpretation as part of, or 

complimentary to, the Delgany Heritage Trail12. 

It is acknowledged that, where possible, relating the measurement of local biodiversity within the 

DTT area to national or international biodiversity metrics or targets would be desirable. The survey 

and monitoring actions 

recommended in this report 

will provide an initial 

framework to inform future 

comparison to biodiversity 

indicators but in all cases, 

biodiversity indicators used 

at national and international 

level rely on the context of a 

plan or set of targets.  

County Wicklow has a 

Biodiversity Action Plan13 

and this includes objectives 

against which the 

                                                           
12 http://delgany.ie/data/documents/DelganyheritageTrailBrochure.pdf  
13 http://www.countywicklowheritage.org/documents/County_Wicklow_Biodiversity_Plan_2010_15.pdf  

Objectives from the County Wicklow Biodiversity Action 

Plan12 

1. To better understand the biodiversity of 

Wicklow. 

2. To raise awareness of biodiversity in 

Wicklow, its value and the issues facing it. 

3. To conserve and enhance habitats and 

species in Wicklow, taking account of 

national and local priorities. 

4. To foster active participation to help 

biodiversity in Wicklow, encouraging a 

partnership approach to help our species 

and habitats. 

http://delgany.ie/data/documents/DelganyheritageTrailBrochure.pdf
http://www.countywicklowheritage.org/documents/County_Wicklow_Biodiversity_Plan_2010_15.pdf
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recommendations within this report can contribute.  

Main Interest features, issues and opportunities  
• The primary biodiversity interest of the area lies in Glen of the Downs. As both a Nature Reserve 

and a SAC, the site is already relatively secure in terms of its biodiversity protection and 

management but there are management issues which could be addressed and it is likely that 

biodiversity monitoring on the site is under-resourced.  

 

The Old Oak Wood habitat appears to be mainly in good condition though there are issues 

regarding the encroachment of non-native Cherry Laurel on the woodland flora. An opportunity 

to manage this would benefit the quality of the woodland habitat and a partnership approach 

with NPWS may see significant enhancements. Additional nest boxes as part of a community 

scheme could be erected to enhance the woodland bird fauna and the production of a site-

specific management plan could be considered to identify other priority actions. It would be 

essential to interact closely with NPWS staff over this to ensure that this was targeted at 

appropriate management for the qualifying interest features of the site. 

 

Connecting the Glen of the Downs walking trails to any new trail provision in the lower valley 

would bring significant access and amenity benefits. This would require screening for 

Appropriate Assessment should a plan be prepared.  

 

• The aquatic habitats of the Three Trouts Stream appear to be in good condition in the main. 

While no detailed assessment of water quality, fish or invertebrate populations was undertaken 

a brief examination of in-stream/substrate macroinvertebrates indicated that the Q value was 

likely to be at least Q3-4 (Class B - slightly polluted – unsatisfactory) but detailed survey may see 

that status improve. In this regard further survey for both fish and invertebrates should be 

carried out (at the minimum a full Q value assessment) and a detailed assessment of all inputs 

and pollution risks, impediments to fish passage and a survey of invasive species carried out. 

Ideally, carrying out or accessing, detailed water quality readings for the stream would be 

desirable including conductivity, dissolved oxygen, pH and temperature at intervals through the 

year.  

 

This would form a subset of aspects which would form the basis of a catchment assessment 

along the lines of those recommended for the catchments of waterbodies at risk as 

recommended by the EPA14.  

 

These follow up actions would identify any key tasks which would could be undertaken to 

benefit the biodiversity value of the stream.   

 

• Wet woodland or modified habitats akin to wet wetland, dominated by alder and willow scrub, 

extend for up to c. 15ha in the stream valley, backing onto suburban gardens in the most part.  

This habitat along with dry scrub habitat is likely to hold a relatively rich breeding songbird 

community and will compliment the woodland bird community of Glen of the Downs.  

Care should be taken in developing any access routes within the stream corridor to ensure than 

any scrub clearance required is minimised or targeted to those areas where it would be 

beneficial for other biodiversity interest (such as where it overtly shades the stream)  

                                                           
14 https://www.catchments.ie/local-catchment-assessments-the-next-step-in-characterising-our-catchments/  

https://www.catchments.ie/local-catchment-assessments-the-next-step-in-characterising-our-catchments/
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A community-based bird nest box and bat box scheme could be centred around woodland 

habitats in the stream corridor (subject to landowner permissions etc). Advice on suitable 

number and designs of bird and bat boxes is readily available. While these do not generally 

target priority bird species they provide an excellent means of community engagement and an 

obvious visual indicator of effort applied to biodiversity enhancement. 

 

Breeding bird survey and bird recording in the area could contribute to local information on the 

bird population and this may be monitored over time to show the effect of continued 

enhancement. 

 

• The grassland present on the site is highly modified with improved pasture in the main and a 

small area of grassland which has some characteristics of wet grassland. In places the improved 

grassland is highly poached and this may be causing some degree of sediment transfer to the 

lower part of the stream. An opportunity to liaise with the landowner to assist with preventing 

this would benefit the in-stream habitats. 

 

Management of the least intensive areas of grassland and along sections of bank side vegetation 

where this adjoins improved grassland could see enhancements in floristic diversity, particularly 

in wetter areas and this could be explored with the appropriate landowners. Enhancing 

grassland floristic diversity would be beneficial to insect pollinators and could make a direct 

contribution to the local and national Biodiversity Action Plans. Grassland management would 

require a combination of grazing adjustment or periodic grazing exclusion and a brief plan 

should be prepared if this was to be followed and should tie in with the farm system.  

 

• A plan of action for tackling Invasive non-native species would be of benefit and would 

contribute to priority actions at a local and national level. Such a plan would include detailed 

initial survey, identification of remedial action and promotion of responsible garden waste 

disposal and awareness and reporting of INNS among the community.  

 

• Wetland creation – identification of a small area of land within the stream corridor for the 

creation of a small community wetland would be of value and could tie in well with any access 

improvements should an appropriate site be found. This would sit well within more open areas 

of wet woodland or in the small area of wet/damp grassland (which already floods) near the 

Three Trouts Bridge. 

 

• Access improvements – currently, other than at Glen of the Downs, access to the stream 

corridor habitats is difficult. The ability to walk along the length of the stream from the top of 

Glen of the Downs to the Three Trouts Bridge would be of significant community benefit both 

from an amenity point of view and from an exposure to nature/biodiversity awareness point of 

view. There are  a number of existing access routes which could be utilised but there are 

significant sections of the river corridor which are not able to be accessed at present.  

 

Should a community initiative seek to achieve this, care would be required to ensure higher 

quality habitats were protected or ideally enhanced (e.g. natural opportunities to create less 

shading of the stream exist). There would be significant implications of the creation of e.g. a 

greenway or similar access route but these may be overcome by careful route finding and 
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complementary management to mitigate negative impacts and potentially provide biodiversity 

enhancements.  

 

All access improvements in the area would require screening for Appropriate Assessment and 

may need additional survey or assessment subject to the findings of screening. 

 

• Awareness raising and community engagement opportunities could result from actions to 

enhance the biodiversity interest of the Three Trouts Stream area and from biodiversity 

monitoring. A group to develop and promote participation within the community, potentially as 

part of DTT, could develop activities such as:  

 

o Community bird feeding and co-ordinated garden birdwatch - January 

o Nestbox day to coincide with Valentine’s day - mid-February 

o Spring Bird migration event and dawn chorus walks - April/May 

o Aquatic bug hunt – bring in an expert – June 

o Wildflower recording day - June 

o Butterfly recording walks in June-August 

o Nocturnal Bat walks - August 

o Invasive species clearance - August 

o Red Squirrel survey - December 

 

• Practical management opportunities to enhance biodiversity interest provide potential 

biodiversity benefits but may also be ised for community engagement and awareness raising  

 

The most apparent opportunities for management projects in the short term are mapped in 

Figures 7 & 8.  

 

• Requirements to screen for Appropriate Assessment - As a “plan or project”, the development 

of enhanced access, wetland  within a modest distance of at least one Natura site, is a proposed 

development that would require screening for Appropriate Assessment (AA). Such an AA would 

only then proceed should the potential for significant impacts be identified.  

 

• Future biodiversity and ecological monitoring – provide an opportunity for community 

engagement and awareness raising while better recording and monitoring the biodiversity of the 

area.  

 

There is significant complexity in devising a detailed measure of biodiversity and ecological 

health at local level but in its place, a set of simple biodiversity and ecological indicators could be 

developed which;  

-are easy to record through voluntary expert, non-expert or citizen science efforts and 

approaches,  

-are pertinent to the local area and relevant to key habitats present,  

-relate to county and national priorities (thereby measuring the contribution of the area 

to wider priorities)  

These should be identified through a local area Biodiversity monitoring plan. Determining a full 

plan for future monitoring is beyond the scope of this study but a monitoring plan is a 

recommended action in follow up to this report (see recommendation 1f). Potential 
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community-based biodiversity survey & monitoring activities which are suitable inclusion within 

future monitoring are listed in table 3 but this is not an exhaustive list. 

Table 3 Potential community-based biodiversity survey & monitoring activities  

Survey type or output Description Led by Annual 
Resource 
requirement 

Breeding bird survey abundance and breeding evidence 
recording to standard methods 

Skilled/trained 
volunteers 

3-10 
man/days  

Otter recording Establish presence, distribution and 
abundance through baseline survey of 
signs and sightings 

Skilled/trained 
volunteers 

2-4 
man/days 

Red Squirrel survey Establish presence, distribution and 
abundance through baseline survey of 
signs and sightings to standard 
methods1516  

Skilled/trained 
volunteers 

2-4 
man/days 

Stream water quality 
assessment 

Q value assessment of all streams within 
catchment, repeated on 3-5 year basis 

Contract 
surveyor 

c.3-5 
man/days 

Bioblitz community bioblitz and maintaining 
thereafter ad hoc records of all 
biodiversity, ideally utilising NBDC 
recording system17 

Community 
group 

5-10 man 
days 

Invasive Non-native 
Species survey  

Collect records of Invasive Non-native 
Species or collate information held by 
local authority  

Community or 
commissioned 
ecologist 

4-6 
man/days 

Local Biodiversity 
Report 

Annual/periodic reporting to DTT and 
outputs to local media and social media 

Community 
group 

? 

Biodiversity 
recording/monitoring 
workshop 

An expert-led workshop to develop a 
monitoring plan would be 
recommended (see recommendation 1 
e) 

Contract 
ecologist  

3-5 man 
days 

 

 

                                                           
15 https://www.forestry.gov.uk/PDF/fcpn011.pdf/$FILE/fcpn011.pdf  
16 https://www.npws.ie/sites/default/files/publications/pdf/IWM89.pdf 
17 https://records.biodiversityireland.ie/  

https://www.forestry.gov.uk/PDF/fcpn011.pdf/$FILE/fcpn011.pdf
https://www.npws.ie/sites/default/files/publications/pdf/IWM89.pdf
https://records.biodiversityireland.ie/
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Figure 7 Management recommendations at Glen of the Downs 
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Figure 8 Management recommendations at lower Three Trouts Stream 
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Recommendations/next steps 
On the understanding that Delgany Tidy Towns wish to take forward a range of actions to enhance 

and monitor biodiversity in the local area, the following next steps are recommended but are not 

exhaustive: 

1. Further survey 

Table 3 above indicates potential community- based biodiversity monitoring activities. In addition, or 

complementary to these, are the following survey needs: 

a) Stream water quality and assessment of inputs – co-ordinate with Environment Protection 

Agency or Wicklow County Council, consider liaison with Inland Fisheries Ireland for advice 

on fisheries enhancement works.  

b) Route finding for potential access options – detailed mapping of potential walking routes 

and assessment of constraints and construction options 

c) Collate biodiversity skills register – appeal for experts within the community 

d) Collate land ownership details to facilitate liaison with land owners 

e) Establish monitoring plan, data recording protocol and periodic reporting 

 

2. Communications and consultation 

a) Liaison with NPWS over management options at Glen of the Downs (nestboxes, Cherry 

Laurel removal) 

b) Establish a local biodiversity action plan – with reference to County and national BAPS 

c) Community engagement through events programme – seek funding, venues and leaders to 

run events (liaison with local organisations valuable) 

 

3. Immediate practical actions 

a) Garden waste campaign – promote responsible disposal of garden waste  

b) Biodiversity awareness event – promotion of output of this report through community 

presentation 
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Appendices 

Appendix 1: site location and extent 
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Appendix 2: Glen of the Downs SAC site boundary 
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Appendix 3: Study area habitat map 
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Appendix 4: SAC Site Synopsis 
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Appendix 5 
Three Trouts Stream and nearby catchments 
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